
TRIDUUM SCHEDULE

Holy Thursday
 Mass of the Lord’s 
 Supper 7 p.m.
  Eucharistic Adoration follows 
 Night Prayer  9:30 p.m.
Good Friday
 Morning Prayer 8 a.m.
 Stations of the Cross 3 p.m.
 Celebration of the Lord’s 
 Passion 7 p.m.
Holy Saturday
 Morning Prayer 8 a.m.
Easter Vigil 8:15 p.m. 
 Easter “Breakfast” (immediately   
 afterward in the Fellowship Hall)
Easter Sunday
 Masses 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
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By Sister Carolyn McWatters
Director of Liturgy and Music
 The Church is soon to enter into the 
pinnacle of its liturgical year with its 
observance of the Paschal Triduum 
(three days). The Triduum is the com-
memoration of the central mystery of 
Christian faith, that Christ has died, 
is risen and will come again. Every 
year the Church in its wisdom calls 
on us to focus our attention on three 
events in Christ’s life: His final meal 
with His disciples, His death on a cross 
and His rising to new life. This Paschal 
mystery contains within it the pattern 
for Christian living: humble service, 
self-emptying love and fullness of life. 
 The Triduum is one three-day litur-
gy, one continuous celebration, begin-
ning at sunset on Holy Thursday and 
extending through vespers on Easter 
Sunday. Because of the importance of 
these days, we allow our normal rou-
tines to be put on hold while we enter 
into this experience of God’s time.
 Holy Thursday – We remember 
Jesus’ final meal with His disciples 
on the night before He died. We wash 
one another’s feet, the beautiful sign 
through which we are reminded that 
such humble, loving service is at the 
heart of Christian discipleship. We pro-
cess with the Eucharist to an altar of 
repose, and the church is stripped this 
night. The liturgy has no dismissal, for 
it continues through Sunday. We spend 
time in prayer before the Blessed Sac-
rament.
 Good Friday – We watch and 
fast and reflect upon the meaning of 
Christ’s passion. We pray morning 
prayer and then the Stations of the 
Cross in the afternoon. In the evening, 
without an entrance, the liturgy begun 
the night before simply continues. We 
hear the Passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to John. We pray for 
the universal needs of God’s people. We 
venerate the cross, the instrument of 

Paschal Triduum: Our holiest of days

our salvation. The liturgy is concluded 
in silence. 
 Holy Saturday – In the context of 
morning prayer, the community gives 
the Elect their baptismal names. Later, 
as a sign of their faith, they recite the 
Creed. Throughout the day we continue 
vigiling with the Elect in quiet prayer 
and fasting.
 Easter Vigil – On Saturday evening 
comes the climax of these three days. 
On this night we tell the story of what 
is means to bear the name “Christian.” 
Because our history is long, and very 
worth telling, we relax and take our 
time about it. Symbolically speaking, 
the Church pulls out all the stops. The 
enormity of the mysteries we celebrate 
are expressed through a feast of sym-
bols, lavishly used – fire, processions, 
candlelight, music, water, white robes, 
fragrant oil, bread and wine. At night-
fall we gather around a fire and 

The fourth Station of the Cross, Jesus Meets His Mother, is depicted by members of the St. Clare 
Youth Group as they present the Living Stations of the Cross.
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 The St. Clare Parish Pentecost 
Festival will be Sunday, May 24 (the 
Sunday of Memorial Day weekend) 
on the church grounds, and every-
one is invited to help make this day 
special. The picnic goes beyond the 
traditional parish picnic by featuring 
food and entertainment from around 
the world.
 Parishioners originally from other 
countries or with wonderful ethnic 
backgrounds are especially needed 
to cook and serve dishes from their 
homelands. People who can help 
with the various foods are asked to 
sign up for that now so the Hospital-
ity Committee can determine the 
types of food booths we will feature.
 Parishioners of all ages are also 
needed to help in the children’s area, 

with set up on Saturday and Sunday 
clean up and selling tickets. 
 “We want to invite everyone to 
take part in some way. It takes a lot 
of volunteers to put on the Pentecost 
Festival,” said Kristy Turner, Hos-
pitality Committee chairman. “We 
really want everyone to come out and 
enjoy the day of food, entertainment 
and fellowship.” 
 To volunteer to help or offer sugges-
tions, contact Turner at krisnturner@
hotmail.com or 618-402-0885.
 The event kicks off at 11:30 a.m. 
that day. The picnic will be held on 
the east lawn and parking lot outside 
of the Fellowship Hall. Tickets will be 
on sale after Mass, starting in May, at 
$5 per person or $15 per family.

Put Pentecost Festival date 
of May 24 on your calendar

 All are welcome to explore The Acts 
of the Apostles on Tuesday nights, April 
7-June 2. This Bible study group meets 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the church library. 
 To register, please call the parish office 
at 632-3562 by March 31. The cost is $15 
for the materials.

Learn about ‘Acts’ 

 Someone asked me the other day, 
“So, what is the next big project you 
will take on?” She smiled and teased 
me about my history of always lead-
ing our parish through some new 
endeavor. As a pastor, I always have 
ideas running through my head 
about how we can keep growing our 
vibrant parish as a faith commu-
nity centered first and foremost in 
Christ, the Gospel and Eucharist.
 Before my sabbatical, I met with 
hundreds of parishioners through 
our “Cups of Conversation” events 
and sought out your vision for our 
parish. Three great ideas that came 
from you during these sessions have 
become my focus for the Easter sea-
son:
	 •	Forming	a	Parish	Pastoral	
Council – I’m in the research and 
planning stage at this point with 
assistance from staff and parish 
leaders. The council will help me 
form spiritual goals for our parish as 
well as serve as consultants for long-
range parish planning.
	 •	Evaluating	Staffing	Needs	–	I’m	
doing an overall assessment of our 
parish needs and putting together 
a five-year plan for staffing. In the 

Easter raises up parish goals

short run, I hope to search for and 
hire a staff person with ability and 
passion in the areas of RCIA, adult 
education and outreach by July 1. 
Based on your input, we also need to 
consider obtaining more help in the 
areas of youth and stewardship/devel-
opment.
	 •	Enhancing	Financial	Security	–	
We all want the debt for our church 
paid off. I will be assembling a team 
to lead a campaign for this fall to help 
bring us closer to making that hap-
pen.
 God always brings new life to any 
situation or challenge we place before 
Him in trust. As we celebrate “Divine 
Mercy Sunday” on the weekend after 
Easter, the message of that devotion 
is exactly what we all need to be pray-
ing: “Jesus, I Trust in You.”

light a new candle, the sign of Christ, 
the Light of the world. The great hymn 
of praise, the Exsultet, proclaims in 
magnificent poetry the wonder of God’s 
saving work, which culminated in the 
gift of Jesus Christ. We listen to several 
Scripture readings, our family stories, 
which recount the powerful events of 
our salvation history. We call on the 
saints and bless the baptismal waters. 
Then our Elect renounce evil, profess 
their faith in Christ, are baptized in the 
living waters and arise as new creations. 
They and the candidates are sealed with 
the Holy Spirit in Confirmation. We 
renew our baptismal promises and then 
celebrate the Easter Eucharist. 
 The Liturgy ends with the great song 
of victory: Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Paschal Triduum (cont.)

 The St. Clare Seniors will hear about 
funeral planning at their April meet-
ing and then will make plans for some 
upcoming trips.
 The April 13 meeting will feature 
Kim Sabella, a licensed funeral director 
from Wolfersberger Funeral Home and a 
member of St. Clare Parish. Her presen-
tation on “Funeral Pre-Planning: Yes, It’s 
for Everyone” will provide information in 
a relaxed setting. The meeting begins at 
6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
 The seniors are planning a casino trip 
this spring and a trip to the racetrack 
this summer. 
 Any parishioner over 55 is invited to 
join the Seniors’ group, which usually 
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the second Monday 
of the month in the Fellowship Hall for 
evenings of great food, lots of laughs and 
a variety of entertainment and guest 
speakers. The seniors group is strictly 
social; no work or fundraising is involved. 
 For more information on the Seniors 
Club, contact Judy Bugger at 632-4074.

Seniors to learn 
about funeral 



 This year at the Easter Vigil, four 
people will renew their baptismal 
commitments and complete their 
Christian initiation through the 
sacraments of Confirmation and 
Eucharist at St. Clare Parish.
 Shannon Murphy was baptized 
at Holy Family Church in Auburn, 
Wash., as an infant and was raised 
in the Catholic Church until she was 
a teenager. After many years of mili-

tary service 
and espe-
cially after 
the sudden 
passing of 
her dad two 
years ago, 
she felt a 
pull to come 
back to her 
faith and to 
the Church 
in an at-
tempt to 

counter crippling grief. 
 “Initially seeking comfort and 
a  draw to something familiar, the 
Church provided me with an unex-
pected gateway for God’s love and 
renewed my faith in so many ways 
that Confirmation was a natural step 
in my new life,” Shannon says. 
 “My (continuing) process of Confir-
mation has served to shatter myths 
of the Church, enrich the meaning of 
faith and Catholicism, and ultimate-
ly provide comfort when nothing and 
no one else did,” she notes. Shannon 
looks forward to the steady pursu-
ance of faith as a necessity in life. 
Her sponsor is Sarah Youngbauer. 
 Zac Crippen was baptized in 

relationship with God. 
That changed a couple 
of years ago, when he 
met Ashley Brockman, 
who is now his fiancé 
and sponsor. “Ash-
ley and her family are 
devout Catholics and 
always invited me to 
join them at church on 
Sundays. At the time, 
I was trying to get 
into her father’s good 
graces and knew it couldn’t hurt,” Josh 
says. “However, the more I started attend-
ing, the more I realized that there might 
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Four to complete Christian initiation

Shannon Murphy

Young man to be baptized at Easter Vigil

the Episcopal Church, and his wife, Sally 
Crippen, was 
baptized in the 
Christian Church. 
Most recently they 
were members 
of the Anglican 
Church. After a 
lengthy journey 
and much study, 
Zac and Sally 
Crippen believe 
they have found 
the right church, 
through which 
they will develop a 
closer relationship to God.
 They explain: “In his book ‘Lead, Kindly 
Light,’ Thomas Howard explains his own 
decision to leave Anglicanism and become 
Catholic. ‘I had to come to terms with the 
Church,’ he writes, ‘in all of her antiquity, 
her authority, her unity, her liturgy, and 
her sacraments.’ Ironically, in the spiritual 
heartland of Anglicanism (they moved here 
from England), we have had to do the same.
 “We make this decision following in the 
footsteps of many great saints, and with a 
genuine belief that God is drawing us clos-
er to Himself. Like Howard, we have had to 
confront the Church. And like Howard, we 
are joining the historic Church erected by 
Christ and administered by his appointed. 
We are joining the authoritative Church, 
which holds the keys to bind and loose 
and which has safeguarded the mystery 
of Christ from (hundreds of) heresies. We 
are joining the one, holy, Catholic Church, 
united under one doctrine. We are joining a 
liturgical Church, which carefully safe-
guards the Apostolic traditions in creedal 
worship. 
 “Finally, we are joining a sacramental 

Josh Caddell

Church, which ardently proclaims that God 
is active in His Church: that Baptism is 
more than a ceremonial bath, that Commu-
nion is more than a communal and memo-
rial meal, that Confession is not merely a 
private matter, that marriage is a picture 
of Christ and his Church, that an ontologi-
cal change takes place when a priest is 
ordained for ministry, and so on. Though 
the doctrines of the Church may not always 
be easy to grasp, our response is that of 
the sick boy’s father in the Gospel of Mark: 
‘Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief!’”
 Their sponsors are Janet and Steve Hell-
mann.
 Lauren Sheesley began her journey at 
St. Clare simply as a guest to rediscover 
her faith. She notes that her faith waned 
severely during her adolescence and early 
adulthood.  “It  took a great loss for me 
to thirst for a relationship with God,” she 
notes. “When I saw that St. Clare was a 
community dedicated to helping members 
find a deeper connection with Christ, I 
decided this was the right fit.”
 Since beginning 
to participate in 
the RCIA pro-
cess, Lauren has 
gathered a deeper 
understanding for 
the history and 
traditions of the 
Church, and she 
has gained much 
more.  “I confess 
that what I appre-
ciate most is the 
patience and serenity being closer to God 
has brought me,” she says. “I am able to 
look at the world with a kinder eye than I 
did when I started this journey as an angry, 
heart-broken woman with no direction.”
 Her sponsor is Karen Sheesley.

Lauren Sheesley

Zac and Sally Cripen

 St. Clare Parish is pleased to have 
a young man ready for baptism at 
the Easter Vigil. We will celebrate 
with Joshua Caddell, our Elect, his 
dying and rising with Christ through 
the sacraments of Baptism, Confir-
mation and Eucharist. The entire 
parish is invited to share with Josh 
in this celebration of God’s new life. 
Four other young adults will be con-
firmed at the Easter Vigil.
 Josh, who serves in Illinois Army 
National Guard, grew up in a mili-
tary family and moved around a lot. 
Through the years, he attended vari-
ous churches, but never really had a 

be something here for me. The community 
is what drew me in first. Everyone was 
instantly friendly and supportive.”
  “I found myself relating to Father Jim’s 
homilies and started coming on my own,” he 
says.  “As my relationship started to grow 
with Ashley, I found myself growing closer to 
Jesus Christ. That’s when I enrolled into the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults pro-
gram, where I learned about the Trinity, the 
seven sacraments, prayer and the necessity 
of having God at the center of my life.
 “Now I will have the opportunity to be 
even closer to God through my Baptism, 
First Communion and Confirmation. ”



St. Clare School news
Laura Adkins at 314-313-4854 or lau-
radaly2000@yahoo.com, Mona Toennies at 
618-978- 5084 or mona@toenniescpa.com 
or the school office at 632-6327.

WINNING WAYS
 The Science and Academic Fair fea-
tured many wonderful entries, showing 
the students’ talent and hard work. 
Award winners were: Best of 8th, Jessica 
Finck; Best of 7th, Christopher Toen-
nies; Best of 6th, Olivia Fults; Best of 
5th, Carter Hemesath; Best of 4th, Lily 
Kampwerth; Best of 6th History, Curtis 
Stutsman; Best of 6th Math, Sophia 
McLeod; Best of 6th Reading, Rebecca 
Christensen; and Best of Fair, Olivia 
Fults.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    St. Clare vocalists and musicians 
won many awards in the Solo and 
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN
 Parents who missed St. Clare School’s 
kindergarten registration in January 
should contact the school right away as 
there are still spots open for the 2015-16 
school year.  The school hopes to have 
three small kindergarten classes next 
year.
 Registration also is open for grades 1-8 
for the upcoming school year.
 Tuition was not increased for the 2015-
16 school year, and tuition assistance is 
available for families in need. For more 
information on St. Clare School, visit 
www.saintclareschool.org or call Principal 
Milissa Faust at 632-6327. 
 A few spots in the Good Shepherd Pre-
school for preschool and pre-kindergarten 
are still available for the school year, 
which begins in the fall. Half day (8:30-
11:30 a.m.) and full-day (8:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m.) options are available with extended 
care offered until 3:30 p.m. The school 
also has a playgroup for moms and tots 9 
months-age 3. 
 For more information on the Good 
Shepherd Preschool program, visit www.
gspreschoolofallon.com or contact Direc-
tor Sherri Hertzler at 726-6532 or info@
gspreschoolofallon.com.

BENEFIT DINNER AUCTION
 All parishioners are invited to enjoy “A 
Knight under the Stars” at the school’s 
annual benefit dinner-auction on Satur-
day, May 2 at the Four Points Sheraton in 
Fairview Heights. This spectacular event 
helps raise funds for the school’s operat-
ing budget. Tickets are on sale for $50 per 
person for the event, which features oral 
and silent auctions with many unique 
items. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with the 
sit-down dinner at 7 p.m. for this adults-
only event.
 The committee can always use more 
help through volunteers, donations of 
items, purchase of raffle tickets and 
advertisements in the booklet. Contact 

Ensemble Contest, hosted at St. Clare 
for students in area schools. First 
superiors were awarded to the Concert 
Band, Lab Band and Choir, as well 
as these soloists: Madison Winkeler, 
Zoyalyn Stoll, Katelyn Daniels, Jessica 
Kuca, Mary Brooks, Jessica Finck, 
Kayla Fisher, Alyssa Faigal, Maddie 
Schillinger, Gabrielle Millikin, Emma 
Blomberg, Gabriella Matthew and 
Christopher Toennies. Sixteen other 
students won first-place medals.
 Congratulations to our speech team, 
including these first-place winners: 
Kayla Fisher, humorous monologue; 
Cami Crouch and Jillian Sparks, duet; 
and Madison Luechtefeld and Sophie 
Ryan, duet.
 Top writers in the Young Authors’ 
Contest from St. Clare School were 
kindergartener Lily Rineberg, second-
grader Claire Huhmann, fourth-grad-
er Natalie Hale and fifth-grader Claire 
Buchheit.
 Spelling Bee winners were Maddy 
Wade, first; Ben McCoy, second; and 
Will Vargo, third. Jessica Fink won the 
Geography Bee, and Alexis Schillinger 
was the runner-up.

TALENT SHOWCASES
 Students in grades 3-8 will be per-
forming in the school’s presentation of 
the musical “Seussical.” Performances 
will be at 6:30 p.m. April 16-17 in the 
school gym.
 The Talent Show – for all grades – 
will be at 6:30 p.m. April 22 and 1:30 
p.m. April 23 in the gym.

ATHLETIC BENEFITS
 The sixth annual St. Clare Athletic 
Association Easter Eggstraordinaire 5-K 
Run, Kids Fun Run and Egg Hunt is 
slated for Saturday, April 4 at Rohr Field. 
 The Athletic Association golf tourna-
ment is slated for May 8. 
 Registration forms for both events are 
available at the school or call 632-6327.

 A life-changing event is coming to St. 
Clare Parish on Saturday, June 6. Plan to 
attend “The Good Life: How to Build Your 
Life on God’s Three Bold Promises.”
 Dynamic Catholic’s Allen Hunt will 
share his insight and powerful stories, 
sprinkled with humor, in a series of talks 
designed to help people grow more deeply 
into the journey of the good life with God. 
The event will take place from 9 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. in the church. 

Dynamic Catholic to present ‘The Good Life’
 Hunt, a nationally known speaker 
and best-selling author, will share three 
talks designed to help people embrace 
the bold promises of God for their lives. 
Each of his three talks will include 
practical steps for experiencing and 
living a specific promise of God. These 
promises lead to the good life we all 
desire.
 Like all Dynamic Catholic events, the 
day will be wrapped in music to enrich 

the experience.
 Hunt, who works side by side with 
renowned speaker and author Mat-
thew Kelly, wowed attendees at St. 
Clare Parish in November 2013, when 
he presented at a marriage enrich-
ment event.
 Tickets are $25 per person and will 
be available through the parish later 
this spring. Watch the bulletin for 
more details.

Students show the crown of thorns they made as a 
symbol of Jesus and His love for us. Each classroom 
made a crown of thorns as a Lenten project. They 
placed toothpicks in the braided bread for each week 
of Lent and reflected on an area of their life that is 
keeping them from being more like Jesus. Then, 
they pulled a toothpick out each week to signify that 
they are ridding themselves of thoughts, actions or 
behaviors that are not Christ-like.
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Blessing Cup Retreat: A day of faith, family
Our First Communicants took part in our parish's Blessing Cup Retreat to help prepare for their First Holy 
Communion. Students tasted the bread and wine, read letters of affirmation, wrote their prayers for their First 
Communion and painted blessing cups. Father Jim presented a special lesson on prayer and instructions on how 
to use the blessing cups at home. Forty-nine students will receive their First Holy Communion this year with most of 
them receiving at the 10:30 a.m. Mass on April 12.



 Conversely, he has for several years 
movingly portrayed Jesus Christ in the 
youth group’s annual Living Stations of 
the Cross.
 Nick cites the Youth Group’s annual 
mission trip to Hoyleton Children’s Home 
as his favorite and most memorable vol-
unteer experience. Again, it is an oppor-
tunity to don many ministry hats. Guided 
by Nick and other chaperones, our teens 
cook meals, do yard and garden work, cre-
ate prayer services, and most importantly, 
share their time and themselves with the 
Hoyleton residents. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

  
  
   
  
 

 “Seeing all the lives we touch and 
building friendships with the youth 
residents, who otherwise wouldn’t have 
anyone but each other, is so humbling,” 
he notes. “Sharing all these experiences 
together brings us all much closer to each 
other and so much closer to God.”
 Parish volunteer Brad Hunt, 24, recalls 
with awe the moment he felt closest to 
God – while he was serving as a youth 
leader for the 2013 National Catholic 
Youth Conference trip. “We were singing 
and praising God, and I felt a hand on my 
shoulder. I came to realize nobody was 
standing behind me — it was the Holy 
Spirit in some form letting me know that 
I was loved. It’s something I will never 
forget.” 
 Such a powerful, positive experience 
has formed Brad into a dedicated, en-
thusiastic parish steward.  Brad joined 
our parish in 2009, moving here with his 
family after living in Waterloo, IL, and St. 
Charles, MO. Here at St. Clare, he soon 
found himself running in the same vol-
unteer circles as Nick, quickly assuming 
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Living Stewardship

Brad Hunt and Nick Stanton

By Kathy Sjoquist
 Sometimes looks can be deceiving. 
Sometimes they can be spot on. Take a 
first glance at “twenty-something” parish-
ioners Nick Stanton and Brad Hunt, and 
what do you see?  A pair of sharp-dressed, 
confident, and, truth be told, exception-
ally good-looking young men. Runway-
caliber-professional-model- good-looking, 
in fact.  Go ahead and think that, because 
it’s spot-on accurate. Each has logged his 
share of time modeling for the fashion 
industry.
 But here’s the deceptive part:  Con-
trary to the popular notion that vanity 
and self-centeredness often accompany 
good looks, Brad and Nick shine outside 
the professional spotlight as talented, 
giving Catholic stewards. They dedicate 
countless hours to St. Clare’s youth and 
children’s ministries. And, their commit-
ment to kids and teens goes beyond our 
parish’s boundaries with service to youth 
in need at the Hoyleton Children’s Home 
and as leaders and chaperones for Luke 
18, the Diocesan Youth Conference and 
the National Catholic Youth Conference.
 Lifelong parishioner Nick Stanton, 22, 
credits his mom, Toni Stanton, for starting 
his stewardship journey.  Perhaps in part 
because Toni coordinated the altar servers’ 
ministry at the time, Nick became a server 
in fifth grade. 
 “I am truly blessed, through my mother, 
to have been brought up in such an inspir-
ing atmosphere,” he says.  Nick stayed 
with serving through his busy high school 
years and continues even still, assisting 
for special liturgies such as the Easter 
Vigil. 
 But it was Nick’s foray into the St. 
Clare high school group that hooked him 
on ministering to youth. “Seeing all the 
youth so fired up about their faith – it’s 
inspiring!”
 He explains, “It’s like a second family 
for me. I love helping kids get connected 
to their faith. I love knowing that these 
kids have a sense of belonging them-
selves; that they belong to this family.”
 To keep his “family” inspired, Nick 
wears many hats. He’s helped with Vaca-
tion Bible School for more than a decade, 
and these days, he steals the show.  
 “In skits they always pick me to be the 
funny, clumsy, awkward, uncoordinated or 
trouble-making character,” he says.  
“The kids always get a kick out of that!”   

Youth mentors model stewardship
leadership roles for VBS, Hoyleton 
and NCYC.  For this year’s Luke 
18 weekend, Brad took his place 
with Nick as a member of the “Core 
Four,” the top college-aged leaders 
charged with keeping the massive 
program running smoothly. 
 “My favorite part of volunteer-
ing is getting to know all the many 
people that share my same faith, 
but leading Luke 18 with the Core 
Four is something I will never for-
get,” Brad notes. 
 Whether he’s helping carry 
the canopy in the Holy Thursday 
procession or recreating one of 
entertainer Jimmy Fallon’s comic 
characters in a youth skit, Brad 
enjoys the bonds formed by simply 
getting involved. 
 “It is just the truest sense of love 
and belonging. Some groups are 
really big and others smaller, so 
you get countless experiences from 
it,” he explains. While he’s spent 
fewer years with our parish, Brad 
describes with true joy the friend-
ships he’s formed as a volunteer 
here.  “Parish members have shown 
so much love and respect towards 
me,” he says. 
 Both Brad and Nick recognize 
the important role young adults 
play when they encourage our par-
ish youth to be active stewards of 
their God-given talents and gifts.  
 “Being involved is an easy and 
fun way to get to know people who 
share a common interest which is 
highly important  –  faith!  And 
you never know whose life you will 
impact, or who might impact your 
life,” Brad notes.
 “I want kids in the church to 
know that they’re not alone,” Nick 
adds. “More importantly, I want 
them to know that God is cool! It’s 
OK to be in school and love God, 
and have a relationship with God. 
Don’t be embarrassed or afraid!” 
 “At NCYC,” he continues, “one 
of the speakers told us youth that 
we’re not the future of the Church, 
we are the Church RIGHT NOW! 
What we as youth do now will shape 
the Church for the future. That’s 
amazing to me and something all 
youth should want to be a part of!”
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 We extend our prayerful sympathy 
to the family and friends of deceased 
parishioners: Vernell  Rogers, James 
Carroll, Norman Wright, Dick Seipp, 
Arsenia  Manalo and George Harvilla.

 We welcome these new parishioners to 
St. Clare Catholic Community:
 Jeff Ross and Amy Thompson are 
both from Belleville and have lived in 
O’Fallon for eight years. They both feel 
that St. Clare is a church home that they 
can grow in.  They note that our parish 
members are always warm and invit-
ing and they enjoy Father Jim’s homi-
lies.  They own a marketing and design 
agency.
  Jason and Collette Hughes, and 
their children, Isabelle, 9, and Noah, 7.
  Daniel O’Keefe and his children, 
Matthew, 7, and Abigail, 3.
  Eric and Marie Wietlisbach and 
their sons, Max, 6; Zack, 4; and  Luke, 1.
  Aaron Young and Elizabeth 
Deiters

 Parishioners’ interest in the Catholic 
Men for Christ Conference continues to 
grow with 14 men from St. Clare Parish 
attending this year’s event. The group 
carpooled to the Peabody Opera House 
in downtown St. Louis on Feb. 7 to hear 
inspiring speakers and pray with Catholic 
men from around the Midwest.  
 Once again, four nationally recognized 
Catholic speakers addressed the crowd of 
nearly 1,500 men. Topics included conver-
sion stories, modern day witnesses for the 
New Evangelization and a renewed em-
phasis on the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and the connection with the Eucharist. 
 The men in the St. Clare group agreed 
that it was a wonderful experience.
 “It was awesome,” said Tom Grimmig, 
adding that it “was a great way to spend 

Parishioners attend Catholic Men for 
Christ Conference

time with fellow parishioners and learn 
about our Catholic faith.” 
 Steve Hellmann agreed. His highlight 
was Eucharistic Adoration. “This was the 
third one that I attended, and I couldn’t 
believe how moving it still was to watch 
all these men in adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament.”
 Franz Chenet summed it up: “It was a 
real reminder of what this world needs 
more of – Christian men who take their 
faith seriously.”
 Next year’s conference will be on Feb. 
6, 2016. A women’s conference will be 
held in March 2016.
 For more information, visit www.
catholicmenforchrist.org or www.catholic-
womenforchrist.org. 

Parish School of Religion first-grade students show the bags of sandwiches they made in their 
soup kitchen lesson. Most PSR classes do a soup kitchen project each year to put their faith in 
action and learn about helping people.                 Photo by Kim Gibson

PSR students lend a hand

Parish School of Religion kindergartners 'baptize' a baby doll after learning about the 
Sacrament of Baptism from teacher Amy Short. The class 'baptized' several baby dolls, with 
students portraying the priest, mother and father, during this pretend play session.       Photo by 

PSR class Baptism lesson

 St. Clare and Corpus Christi Parishes 
will present an exciting Vacation Bible 
School with a science theme July 13-17 at 
St. Clare School.
 The theme is SonSpark Labs, where 
children will discover that “God’s Plan 
4U  = Jesus.”  All children ages 4-10 are 
invited to join the fun.
 The week-long event will offer fun 
Bible lessons, crafts, snacks, games, recre-
ation, music and dance from 9 a.m. to 
noon each day. The cost is $20 per child. 
Registration is due by noon on June 8 
to ensure the T-shirts can be ordered in 
time. Late registrations after June 8 will 
be on a space-available basis and will be 
$40 per child. Students registering late 
may not get a T-shirt. 
 Junior high, high school and college 
students and adults are needed to help 
make this VBS a success. Helpers 18 and 
younger must register, too.
 Registration forms for VBS and student 
helpers will be on the church website, 
www.stclarechurch.org, in the parish 
office or in the church gathering space in 
late April.
 Adults and youth 18 and over who 
want to help out should contact Jane Dot-
son at 632-3562 or email janeadotson@
yahoo.com right away.

VBS to help kids 
discover more 
about Jesus
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Soup and Speaker Series is a huge hit house

 St. Clare Youth Group is hosting its 
fourth annual Quarter Auction Party and 
Shopping Fair on Friday, April 17 in the 
St. Clare Church Gathering Space and 
Fellowship Hall to raise money for trips 
to Diocesan and National Catholic Youth 
Conferences this year. 
 The evening begins with the shopping 

fair, featuring 17 home party vendors 
and businesses, at 6 p.m. The Quarter 
Auction begins at 7:30 p.m.
 A quarter auction is a combination of 
a raffle, an auction and a home party. 
Each “bid” costs 1 to 4 quarters. Raffles, 
attendance prizes and games will be fea-
tured. Participants may bring their own 

quarters and snacks for their table.
 Admission is $5 per person at the 
door and then pay per bid. Or, to have a 
chance to win every item, participants 
may purchase all-in paddle for $25 per 
person. To reserve a table of 10, email 
janeadotson@yahoo.com or call 632-3562 
by April 9.
 

Quarter Auction to benefit Youth Group

More than 100 parishioners and guests filled the Fellowship Hall each week for this year’s Lenten Soup and Speaker Series, ‘A Beginner’s Guide to the 
Bible.’ Above, Peggy Melone dishes up some soup from among the large variety provided by parishioners. After the simple soup supper, everyone stayed 
for a presentation on the Bible. Bishop Edward Braxton launched the series on Feb. 23 with an insightful presentation on ‘THE IDEA OF THE HOLY: 
Religious Experience, the Formation of Scripture and the Christian Community.’ In the following weeks, Dr. Geoff Miller, a theology professor at St. Louis 
University, shared his wisdom on the Bible.


